
In light of the recent fiasco over the security provision for the London Olympic Games, I 

wish  to  put  forward  the  following  case  for  the  provision  of  security  for  the  2014 

Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. I propose that as the former were salvaged, as is often 

the case, by the cavalry, literally, with the help of a number of other regiments and the Corp, 

that it would be diligent and proper to secure the safe running of the Commonwealth Games 

in  2014  by entrusting  this  mission  to  the  safe  hands  of  ex-serving  and serving  military 

personnel. I believe that the ability to plan, organise and carry out these duties are well within 

the scope of Ex-service Associations. They could quite easily provide the expertise and most 

of the boots on the ground to fully cover such an undertaking. I would suggest also that by 

enlisting the support and services of members of the Territorial and Reserve forces,  these 

would serve as a natural vanguard to the former and would provide the depth and flexibility 

(No  pun  intended.)  to  guarantee  a  fully  effective  and  comprehensive  depth  of  security 

personnel by providing greater youth and vigour to further compliment the vast wealth of 

experience and abilities that undoubtedly exist throughout the ranks of our  former sailors, 

soldiers and airmen. The experience and hard earned knowledge learned by generations of 

serving members, both past and present, in pertinently obvious areas such as dealing with 

localised security situations and crowd control, while dealing confidently and professionally 

to aid and ensure the safety and welfare of the attending public would provide a welcome and 

positive advancement  in  the provision of security at  such an event.  Properly trained and 

prepared  members  of  the  public  looking  out  for  the  welfare  and  safety  of  their  own 

communities. These skills are embedded within such men and women as a matter of course. 

The  collective  talents  of  ex-HM  Forces  is  without  question  a  major  untapped  resource 

purposely made for this type of duty. Therefore I wish to kick start the general discussion on 

the possibility of such a venture by highlighting a number of pertinent points.

1/ That the said individuals are more than qualified for the task in hand needs no further 

endorsement here. Enough said.

2/ As the public got to see for themselves during the Olympics our Armed Forces are not only 

trained and qualified to deal with the sharpest end of security but are more than ready and 

able  to  deal  with  the  general  low key aspects  required  during  a  popular  social  sporting 

occasion.

3/ That the vetting and assessment of serving and ex-serving personnel would be a very much 

simpler and more secure process goes without saying. The further advantage being that as 

most associations are very incestuous groupings is another layer of added security that would 

be impossible to penetrate on such a large scale thus preventing the infiltration of dubious 



individuals as happened at the London Games when several illegal immigrants were found to 

have  been  employed  by  those  originally  tasked  with  running  security  and  failing 

spectacularly.

4/ If in lieu of wages, out with general expenses, a substantial donation were to be provided 

to service charities, such as Glasgow’s own Helping Heroes among others, this would provide 

a win, win situation for the Local Council and Government by enabling them to continue and 

even increase their commitment to such bodies in these financially strapped times. Indeed it 

would be most definitely be a sharp rise in the level of their security provision for the games 

while  allowing those of us who are willing and able to contribute yet  again towards the 

provision of welfare for our less fortunate members, while further endorsing our sense of 

community commitment yet again.

5/ The proposed personnel could undoubtedly provide the level of security generally needed 

at this type of event. However, if there was to be an unfortunate and sudden escalation of the 

security threat,  such as the failed attack on Glasgow Airport,  can anyone suggest a more 

fitting  and able  body to  counteract  and contain  any hostile  episode  until  the  appropriate 

authorities could be mobilised and in place on the ground to take over and do their job. Dare I 

say that the knowledge of the standard of personnel they would be taking on itself would 

deter the majority of terrorist groups. Fanatics are the major concern and need a firm and 

rapid response to limit any damage and escalation at the very outset. The immediate reaction 

on the ground as soon as a threat is identified, including the speed of identification of that 

threat and a positive and proper response to it are all important and crucial at this initial point 

to deny those threatening any freedom of action and to belay any escalation of that action 

until the authorities can respond directly. At this stage the terrorist or fanatic is in control due 

to his/her having the element of surprise, an immediate and determined response is required 

to neutralise this advantage. We are the people!

I hope that this initial brief can help you to determine the positive and practical benefits of 

utilising properly trained and willing personnel to do what they have always done best and to 

let them contribute yet again to their fellow citizens in a practical and positive manner. I have 

no doubt whatsoever that the general public themselves would openly welcome this venture 

and it would also help allay any concerns from the professionals that the basic security was in 

good and able hands giving them greater scope and flexibility to plan and prepare for their  

own  contingencies.  I  also  hope  that  many  other  like  minded  individuals  can  and  will 

contribute further to make this proposal happen.

                


